[image: image1.png]Lt

S.OV\

Communities of Ireland



[image: image2.png]



Tuesday 21st July 2009

CRH WORKPLACE SAFETY INITIATIVE YIELDS €842,355 FOR SIMON COMMUNITIES OF IRELAND

- Building materials giant and Simon tackle homelessness and encourage workplace safety with the CRH Simon Safety Challenge- 

CRH (Cement Roadstone Holdings), the leading building materials company, today announced that it is to donate €842,355 to the Simon Communities of Ireland this year, through its workplace safety partnership programme with the homelessness charity. 

The CRH Simon Safety Challenge is all-island initiative that assists in Simon's important work in tackling homelessness both north and south of the border. For every accident free quarter (3 months) achieved at any CRH company location across the island of Ireland, a sum of money is donated to the Simon Community operating in that region, up to a maximum of €1 million over the course of the year. 
The initiative provides vital funding to help end homelessness in Ireland whilst encouraging CRH employees to improve their health and safety record.  In 2008, CRH donated €777,022 to the Simon Communities of Ireland under the initiative. The increased sum of money donated this year reflects the sustained improvement in CRH’s health and safety record over the course of the past twelve months. 

Since the commencement of the partnership in 2007, the following Simon Communities have benefited: 

· North West Simon Community (Operating in Donegal, Leitrim and Sligo): As a direct result of the CRH Safety Challenge funds, North West Simon Community were able to launch a tenancy sustainment service for Co. Donegal. As a result, twelve people have been prevented from becoming homeless in the past 12 months. 

· Dublin Simon Community: CRH Safety Challenge funds went towards the Dublin Simon Emergency Shelter on Harcourt Street which provides accommodation for 30 men and women who are homeless. It ran at full capacity last year. 
· Mid West Simon Community (Operating in Limerick, Clare and North Tipperary): Mid West Simon offers permanent homes for people who have been homeless and living in hostel or temporary accommodation. Mid West Simon completed purchasing seven more homes and with CRH’s help, and have been able to provide ‘starter packs’ and furnishings for all of them. This is essential to those who have not previously had a proper home of their own. 

· Simon Community Northern Ireland: Monies raised from the CRH Safety challenge furnished a new fifteen-bed accommodation and supported several homeless projects throughout Northern Ireland. 

Speaking at the launch today at Hazelwood House, a long term Dublin Simon supported housing unit, Jim Farrell, Safety Challenge Coordinator with CRH said: “CRH is one of the largest and most successful building materials suppliers in the world and helping to address the difficult issue of homelessness is a natural fit for our business. We place huge importance both on workplace safety and on our continued commitment and innovative approach to corporate social responsibility. We are pleased and proud to continue to support the Simon Communities of Ireland’s excellent work, which is more important than ever, in the current difficult environment.” 

Commenting on the success of the first two years of the initiative, Patrick Burke, CEO of the Simon Communities of Ireland, said: "The economic downturn means that more people than ever before are in danger of becoming homeless. The recession has impacted most directly on individuals and families already living in vulnerable situations. Simon needs to ensure that its services are properly resourced to meet the growing demands of the most vulnerable people and to remind the government of its commitment to end long-term homelessness by 2010. The very sizeable donation we have received from CRH today will certainly go along way towards ensuring that we can meet these demands." 

The companies participating in the Challenge include the building materials providers Roadstone, Northstone and John A Wood as well as Ireland’s largest cement producer Irish Cement Ltd.  

ENDS 

Notes to Editors: 

For more information on CRH please check www.crh.com. For more information on Simon please check www.simon.ie and www.simoncommunity.org
About the CRH-Simon Community Safety Challenge

The CRH-Simon Community Safety Challenge was first launched in July 2007 and is now entering its third year.  To date, over €1.61 million has been raised for the Simon Communities of Ireland through the efforts of CRH employees. 

For every accident free quarter (3 months) achieved at any CRH company location, a sum of money is donated to the Simon Community operating in that region. In addition, CRH locations which achieved a full accident-free year donated an additional 25% bonus payment on top of the four combined quarterly donations. 

Simon Communities in Dublin, Dundalk, Cork, Galway, the South East, the Midlands, the Mid West, the Northwest and Simon Community Northern Ireland have all benefited from the Challenge to date. 

About the Simon Communities of Ireland: 

The Simon Communities throughout Ireland provide the best possible care, accommodation and support for people experiencing homelessness and those at risk. Together, with people who are homeless, we tackle the root causes, promote innovative responses and urge the government to fulfil their commitments. 

Simon delivers support and service to almost 5,000 individuals and families who experience – or are at risk of – homelessness on an annual basis. 
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